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Introduction 

 Sikhism is a monotheistic religion founded 
during the 15th century in the Punjab region, 
by Guru Nanak Dev  and continued to 
progress with ten successive Sikh gurus (the 
last teaching being the holy scripture Gurū 
Granth Sāhib Ji). It is the fifth-largest 
organized religion in the world, with over 30 
million Sikhs and one of the most steadily 
growing. This system of religious philosophy 
and expression has been traditionally known 
as the Gurmat (literally 'of the gurus').  



Guru Nanak Dev Ji 

 The Sikh Gurus established Sikhism from 

over the centuries beginning in the year 

1469. Sikhism was founded by the first guru, 

Guru Nanak, and subsequently, all in order 

were referred to as "Nanak", and as "Lights", 

making their teachings in the holy scriptures, 

equivalent. There are a total of 11 gurus, of 

which the current, and everlasting, Sikh Guru 

is the integrated Sikh scriptures known as 

the Adi Granth or, Siri Guru Granth Sahib. 



Hukum 

 Hukam is a Punjabi word derived from the Arabic hukm , meaning 

"command" or "order." In God whose is referred to as Waheguru. 

It is by the command of Him that we are born and we die. In the 

Sikh Scripture , the founder of the religion, Guru Nanak says: 

 O Nanak, by the Hukam of God's Command, we come and go in 

reincarnation. ((20)) 

 —Japji Sahib Stanza 20 

 The whole of the Universe is subject to the Hukam of the Creator 

God. Nothing ever happens without the Will of Him. This is 

accepted as one of the primary concepts of Sikhism. For the Sikh, 

the acceptance of His Hukam is a concept that needs to be learnt 

and understood. By living in harmony with the Divine Will or 

Hukam brings everlasting peace. This does not imply that a Sikh 

does not have his or her "Free-Will – All this means is that the Sikh 

must bring his will in line with the Will of God. 



What is God's Hukam? 

 The Sikh Scriptures outline the ways in 
which one can bring their own thinking in 
line with the Hukam. If one engages in the 
service of God's creation, this is the best 
way of working in harmony with the Divine 
Will. Further, by remembering Waheguru 
one becomes aware of "God desires" and 
"Divine essence" within the person is 
realised. By following these "Divine Values" 
that benefit His Creation, one ends the cycle 
of Karma and Transmigration. 

 



God in Sikhism 

 The concept of God in Sikhism is uncompromisingly monotheistic , 
as symbolized by "Ik Onkar" (one God), a central tenet of Sikh 
philosophy . The fundamental belief of Sikhism is that God exists, 
indescribable yet knowable and perceivable to anyone who is 
prepared to dedicate the time and energy to become perceptive to 
their persona. 

 The Sikh gurus have described God in numerous ways in their 
hymns included in the Guru Granth Sahib , the holy scripture of 
Sikhism , but the oneness of the deity is consistently emphasized 
throughout. God is described in the Mool Mantar , the first passage 
in the Guru Granth Sahib, and the basic formula of the faith is: 

 (GG. Pg 1)— ੴ ਸਤਿ ਨਾਮ ੁਕਰਿਾ ਪੁਰਖ ੁਤਨਰਭਉ ਤਨਰਵਰੈ ੁਅਕਾਲ ਮੂਰਤਿ 
ਅਜੂਨੀ ਸੈਭੰ ਗੁਰ ਪਰਸਾਤਿ ॥Ik onkar satinam karta purakhu nirbhau 
nirvair akal murat ajuni saibhan gurprasad One Universal Creator 
God, The Name Is Truth, Creative Being Personified, No Fear, No 
Hatred, Image Of 

 The Timeless One, Beyond Birth, Self Existent, By Guru's Grace. 



Nirbhau & Nirvair 

 That God is nirbhau (without fear) and nirvair 
(without rancour or enemy) is obvious enough as 
He has no sarik (rival). But the terms have other 
connotations, too. Nirbhau not only indicates 
fearlessness but also the absence of fearfulness. It 
also implies sovereignty and unquestioned 
exercise of Will. Similarly, nirvair implies, besides 
absence of enmity, the positive attributes of 
compassion and impartiality. Together the two 
terms mean that God loves His handiwork and is 
the Dispenser of impartial justice, dharam-niau. 
Guru Ram Das , Nanak IV, says: "Why should we 
be afraid, with the True One being the judge. True 
is the True One's justice" (GG, 84). 

 



Parupkar 

 One of the major principles of Sikhism is 

to share with others and help the people 

in need. Sikh all over the world participate 

in helping others and making this world a 

better place to live.. Sikhs are asked to 

share their wealth within the community 

and outside by giving Dasvand and 

practising charity (Daan). To “Share and 

consume together”. 



Sewa 
 SEVA, from the Sanskrit root sev meaning to serve; wait or attend upon; honour; or 

worship, is usually translated as ‘service’ or ‘serving’ which commonly relates to work for which 

one is paid. This, however, does not convey the sense in which the term is used in the Sikh 

tradition.  

 The word seva has, in fact had two distinct connotations: 

 First, it means to serve, to attend to, to render obedience to. 

 Secondly, it means to worship, to adore, to reverence, to pay homage to. \ 

 All Sikhs  are encouraged by their Guru (Guru Granth Sahib ) to perform Seva or Selfless 

Service. This is not only good for community relations but also is good for the moral uplifting of 

the person. You will find Sikhs engaged in free service in Gurdwaras  washing dishes, cleaning the 

floors, serving food, etc.  

 Sikhs are also encouraged to help the community by performing unpaid work in hospitals, 'old 

peoples' homes, community centres, etc. Volunteers engaged in Seva are referred to as Sevadars  

and for many people this activity forms an essential part of their life, providing spiritual fulfilment 

and practical benefits. 

 Sikhism  is founded on principles of Sarbat da bhalla  - working towards the "common good of all". 

For Sikhs, this means reaching out to serve and uplift all of humanity as an expression or 

devotion to the Creator. Many other Sikh institutes, such as Guru-ka-Langar. Kirtan , Paath , etc., 

depend on the performance of Seva by many in the congregation. So the principles of Seva 

underpin many Sikh values - such is the importance given to Seva in Sikhism. 



Sahaj 

 The word sahaj is derived from Sanskrit  twin roots: saha, together, and ja, 

born. Thus, it means born together (with oneself), hence innate. It signifies 

innate nature, or one’s natural spontaneous self shorn of all external 

conditioning influences that cramp the soul. Sahaj is, thus, renascent 

freedom or liberation of the soul. 

 SAHAJ in Sikh vocabulary, refers to a state of mental and spiritual 

equipoise without the least intrusion of ego; unshaken natural and 

effortless serenity attained through spiritual discipline. Ego (aham or 

haumai) develops out of the undifferentiated primordial being as a result of 

the socio-cultural conditioning factors that generate as a result of a 

process of individuation. Ego is thus a mere psychic substantive, a myth that 

not only begins to shroud the primordial nature of the human soul, but 

also is responsible for all kinds of emotional and volitional disturbances. 

When this ego is quelled, and one resides once again in the innate, 

undisturbed, effortless state of the soul, sahaj is said to have been attained. 

Although called a state (avastha), in fact it transcends all states, for it is a 

return to the soul as it was before any ‘states’ differentiated or derived 

from it. 



Conclusion 

 Here we discussed in summarize form about 
the philosophy of Sikhism with its basic 
ethical theories . The details are easily 
available in different texts on Indian 
Philosophy and Sikhism. 
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